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AN INTRODUCTION TO CINAHL PLUS WITH FULL TEXT  

CINAHL Plus with Full 
Text contains articles 
from nursing periodicals.  
Two other health infor-
mation databases are 
MEDLINE with Full Text, 
and Health Source Nurs-
ing/Academic.  The 
search features for these 
databases are similar to  
CINAHL. 
 
Use the information in 
the image to the left to 
set up an effective 
search for peer-
reviewed articles dealing 
with medical research. 

A SAMPLE SEARCH 

Your instructor has asked you to 
find articles on drug therapy for 
cancer patients.  In CINAHL you 
want to search using the impor-
tant concepts, or key words, of 
your topic.  We can use the word 
AND to help limit our results to 
just those articles containing both 
concepts by placing it in between 
our key words, for the search 
phrase: 
 
cancer patients AND drug therapy 

CANCER  
PATIENTS 

DRUG  
THERAPY 

IŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ Ǿƛǎǳŀƭ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǎŜŀǊŎƘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƭŜŦǘ 
circle represents all the articles containing the 
term cancer patients.  The right circle repre-
sents articles containing drug therapy.  The 
shaded section in the middle represents the 
articles containing both terms.  Our search 
phrase will only return those. 
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Continue down the search screen, 
and click the check boxes for Full 
Text and Peer Reviewed. 
 
Then click on the Search button. 

IŜǊŜΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ǎŎǊŜŜƴ ƭƻƻƪǎ ƭƛƪŜΦ  9ŀŎƘ ƛǘŜƳ ƛǎ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ōǊƛŜŦ 
record containing basic information about the article.  You can use the infor-
mation provided here to start to determine if an article will meet your needs. 

Here is an article from lower down in the results list.  Notice how it meets 
many of the requirements we discussed about good research articles.  To find 
out more about the article, click on the title. 
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IŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜΩǎ Ŧǳƭƭ ǊŜŎƻǊŘΦ  bƻǘƛŎŜ ǘƘŜ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƛǘŜƳǎΣ ƭƛƪŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊ ŀŦŦƛƭƛŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǎǳōπ
ject headings, and abstract.  They will help you get more information about the article.  
The link to the full text of the article is at the top of the record. 
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Finally, you can identify the important 
parts of a research article 
within the full text to make your final 
decision. 

If you have any trouble finding articles...ASK A LIBRARIAN! 



6 

SOME ADDITIONAL TIPS FOR USING  
CINAHL PLUS WITH FULL TEXT 

ADVANCED SEARCHING 

The Advanced Search link under the 
search box will take you to a screen pro-
viding you with more options. 

AUTHOR AFFILIATION 

Sometimes your instructors will ask you to find articles written by nurses.  This is easy 
to do in the advanced search screen.  Type in nurs? In the second find box, and then set 
the drop-down menu beside it to AF Author Affiliation.  This will limit your results to 
ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊΩǎ ǘƛǘƭŜ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴǎ ƴǳǊǎŜΣ ƴǳǊǎƛƴƎΣ ƴǳǊǎŜǎΣ ŜǘŎΦ 

FOLDERS 

 
cancer patients and drug therapy 

You have the ability to temporarily or permanently save articles from your search results. 
Each item in your results list has a folder icon.  Clicking on this will add the article to the 
folder, but the items you save will be lost when you close out of CINAHL.  Click Sign In at 
the top of the screen first to create and access a folder that will permanently keep your 
articles.  The sign in will work from any EBSCO database. 


