Lake-Sumter Community College Library
Literary Criticism Resources

Books

Get started by looking in the Online Catalog for books on the author or work of your choice. Books of criticism on your
author may help you find topic ideas, narrow down an existing idea or present you with a different approach to the
literature. Books in Literary Companion or Modern Critical Interpretations series may help you find a good topic.

% Click Catalog on the LSCC Library home page at http://www.Iscc.edu/library OR go directly to the LINCC
Catalog at http://catalog.linccweb.org/.
« Make sure you start by limiting your search to Lake-Sumter Community College or a specific LSCC campus. If
LSCC doesn’t have what you need, try All Community Colleges.
o Click the Browse Lists button:
= To find material by an author, select author (last name, first) from the menu.
= To find material about an author or subject select subject begins with from the menu and type
the last name followed by the first name.
o Click the Advanced Search button to find books in a series. Select keywords in series from the drop-
down menu and type the title of the series, i.e. Literary Companion or Modern Critical Interpretations.
o If you are still confused, click the green "Help" link in the upper right corner of any catalog screen.
o E-books from netLibrary are also included in the catalog. To access them, use your X-ID as your
username and the last 4 digits of your social security number as your PIN.
« WebLUIS at http://webluis.fcla.edu will help you find books at state university libraries.
« E-books: To access the following e-book resources go to https://www.linccweb.org/eresources.asp. Your
username is your X-ID and your PIN number is the last 4 digits of your social security number.
+ Oxford English Dictionary and Oxford Reference Online includes the dictionary as well as several useful
reference books from Oxford University Press.
o Bridgeman Art Library Archive of 16,000 pictures and other reference works.
o Virtual Reference Library contains full-text reference books on a variety of topics.
« If you can’t find a book on the shelf use the Understanding Library of Congress Call Numbers guide on the
Research Guides page.
« Books that are not available at your LSCC campus library are available via Interlibrary Loan (ILL). There is no
charge for this service, but it can take up to two weeks to receive materials.
o Requesting items from LINCC Catalog: Once you find a book, click on the library name and then
click on the “Request” link. Follow the directions on the screen.
o Requesting items from other library catalogs: Use the online ILL form available on the home page

Journal Databases
+ The databases below provide access to full-text electronic books, reference works and literary journal articles.
For access, go to the Databases A-Z page or https://www.linccweb.org/eresources.asp. Your username is

your X-ID and your PIN number is the last 4 digits of your Social Security Number.
The checked databases are literature-specific while the others are the most useful general databases.

% Academic Search Complete (EBSCOhost) indexes 4,200+ periodicals with full-text articles from over 3,200 of

them. It includes articles for the social sciences, humanities, general science, and education fields.

Essay and General Literature Index (Wilson Web) contains citations for critical essays from books.

General OneFile (Gale) provides indexing and abstracting for more than 2,700 magazines and journals with

full text for most.

Humanities Full Text (Wilson Web) includes some full-text articles in the humanities fields.

JSTOR includes past full-text issues of academic journals in the arts and sciences going back decades in

most cases but never including the most recent two or three years.

Literary Reference Center (EBSCOhost) provides full-text from over 1,000 books, literary encyclopedias, and

other reference works. It also includes hundreds of literary journals and other unique sources.

v' Literature Resources from Gale includes reference articles, biographical information and a wealth of critical
essays from reference books as well as literary journals on a wide variety of authors and literary topics.
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The resources below are available only at the Leesburg Campus library.

Reference Books

Essays in Collections of Criticism
These series provide excerpts from books and periodical articles. Use the author index in the last volume. Some of
these sources are also indexed in Essay & General Literature Index, a Wilson Web database.

Contemporary Literary Criticism (Ref) PN 771.C59

Drama Criticism (Ref) PN 1601.D59
A Library of Literary Criticism: Modern American Literature (Ref) PS 221.C8

A Library of Literary Criticism: Modern British Literature (Ref) PR 473.T4
The Library of Literary Criticism of English and American Authors (Ref) PR 83 M73
Literature Criticism from 1400 to 1800 (Ref) PN 86.L53
Nineteenth-Century Literature Criticism (Ref) PN 761.N5
Poetry Criticism (Ref) PN 1010.P499

Short Story Criticism
Twentieth-Century Literary Criticism

(Ref) PN 3373.5386
(Ref) PN 771.794

Literary and Biographical Reference Works

For general information on an author, particular period of literature (i.e. Old English or Middle English), or a literary
movement (i.e. Transcendentalism or the Romantic Poets) check literary reference sources. These can be useful both
as you start and for quick reference if you come across terms or a person you’re not familiar with while you're reading
more detailed works. Here are some examples. Find more by browsing the nearby shelves or using LINCC Catalog.

General The Cambridge Guide to English Literature (Ref) PR 85.D28
Literary History of the United States (Ref) PS 88.L5
The Oxford Companion to American Literature (Ref) PS 21.H3
The Oxford Companion to English Literature (Ref) PR 19.09

Writers African American Writers (Ref) PS 153.A344 1991

American Writers (Ref) PS 129.A55
Contemporary Authors (Ref) Z 1010.C67
Dictionary of Literary Biography (Ref) PN 451.D5

Drama

Poetry

Novel

Short Story
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Twentieth Century Authors
Critical Survey of Drama

McGraw-Hill Encyclopedia of World Drama

The Oxford Companion to the Theatre
Reader's Encyclopedia of World Drama
Critical Survey of Poetry

Encyclopedia of Poetry and Poetics
MasterPlots II: Poetry Series
Contemporary Novelists

Critical Survey of Long Fiction

Critiques and Essays on Modern Fiction
English Novel Explication

MasterPlots II: American Fiction Series
Critical Survey of Short Fiction
Reference Guide to Short Fiction

(Ref) PN 451.K86

(Ref) PN 1625.C75

(Ref) PN 1625.M3

(Ref) PN 2035.H3

(Ref) PN 1625 .G3

(Ref) PN 1111.C7

(Ref) PN 1021.E5

(Ref) PN 1110.M37 1992
(Ref) PR 883.V55

(Ref) PN 345.C71

(Ref) PN 3355.A8

(Ref) PR 821.P34

(Ref) PN 846.M37

(Ref) PN 3451.C7

(Ref) PN 3373 .R36 1994
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