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Characteristics of Peer Reviewed Journals  
(aka journals, scholarly journals, refereed journals)  

 

1. Written at a graduate or doctoral level (the language can be difficult to un-
derstand if you are not a scholar in the field)  

2. Usually written by more than one author, who are scholars in the          

appropriate field 
3. Usually report on research studies 

4. Articles are usually longer than one page (articles can be as small as 3 to 5 
pages and as large as 20 to 30) 

5. May have the word journal in the title but that is not always an indicator 

(for example: The New England Journal of Medicine is a journal but the 
Wall Street Journal is a newspaper) 

6. Abstracts (summaries) usually provided at the beginning of article  
7. Articles divided into sections such as, introduction, methodology, results, 

discussion (although different articles title the sections differently, the idea 
of the titles are the same)  

8. Articles often include a list of references (similar to a works cited) at the 

end of the article  
9. Pictures usually report data, statistical graphs, charts or tables common  

10. Not many advertisements, if ads are presented they are usually to promote 
products commonly used in the field 

Characteristics of Peer Reviewed Journals 
(Print Example) 
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Reading the citations for online journals  
(aka journals, scholarly journals, refereed journals)  

 

The characteristics of peer reviewed journals and their articles donôt change 
simply because they are in a database. However, it does help to understand 

how to read the citation on the screen so that you can determine whether it is 

a journal or not.  The numbers below correspond to those on the illustration.  
 

1. Title of the article  
2. Authors names usually listed as ñlast name, first initial.ò In APA style cita-

tions the first name is not used. Usually report on research studies  

3. Affiliation will tell you if the author is a nurse. Does not appear with every 
citation.  

4. Title of the journal.  
5. Date 

6. Volume and number of the issue where the article appears. In this exam-
ple this is volume 23 and issue number 4. 

7. Page numbers  

8. (15 ref) refers to the number of citations in the article  

 Peer Reviewed Journals (Online Example) 
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When Should I Use Google to Find a Peer-Reviewed Journal Article? 

1. It is possible to find journal articles using Google or another Internet search engine; however, your search 

has to be very specific. 
2. Usually you will find a summary of the article through the search engine  

3. Many of these journals are part of subscription databases they will ask you to log in or to purchase an arti-
cle.  

4. You have to pay to actually read the entire article.  

 

NEVER PAY FOR ANY ARTICLE ONLINE!!!!!  
 

The library subscribes to databases that provide FREE full-text journal articles written by nurses.  If we donôt 
have the exact article you need, we can order it through a free service called interlibrary loan or ILL.  

 
So the answer to our question, ñWhen should I use Google to find a peer-reviewed journal article?ò is 

NEVER! 
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bases like this. We pay so 
you donôt have to. 


