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Characteristics of Peer Reviewed Journals

(Print Example)

—

Community-Acquired Methicillin-Resistant
Staphylococcus aureus: Considerations for

School Nurses

Aniltta Alex, MSN, CNP: and Marilo Letizia, PhD, CNP k

ABSTRACT: Methicillin-reststant Staphydocorcus anreus (MESA) by & divease-causing orgatism that 0
has been present in hospital settings since the 19605, However, a genetically dintinet strain of

INTRODUCTION
Staphylococcus murens is a microorganism that was
first ¥entified in the 1880s. Today it is the leading
cause of infection among hospitalized patients in the
United States (Noskin, Rubin, & Schentag, 2005). This
organism grows best in moist, warm, dark environ-

Since the late 19905, a genetically distinct strain of
MRSA has emerged in community séttings among
healthy individuals who have not had contact with
health care facilities (Rybak & LaPMante, 2005; Kendig,
2004). This new strain, called community-acquired
MRSA (CA-MRSA), is seen primarily among healthy
children and adults. Rates of infection from this or-

ments. On human skin it is most often found in the 5 ; A 3

0 2 0 3 nism 58, 3 -MRSA infec-
nases, groin, and axilla, The antibiotic penicillin was fﬂm hg’\’:”&: e ::;?:’ﬁ?ﬁg’: ‘5 vlcm:g
discovered in 1941 and S’quﬂenu‘\' used to treat in- aAudke Aﬁmw; Tomta L Fav %\'T&t narhmh-h"%n Asv

Aniltta Alex, MSN, CNP, is a staff nurse at Loyola University Med-
ical Center, Maywood, IL.

Marifo Letizia, PhDD, CNP, is an associate professor at Loyola Uni- k
versity Chicago, School of Nursing, Maywood, IL.

CONCLUSION

The emergence of CA-MRSA infections is an addi-
tional threat to the growing global public health crisis
of antimicrobial resistance. Efforts to control MRSA in-
fections can no longer depend only on surveillance,
infection control efforts, and cautious antibiotic pre-
scribing practices within the hospital setting. Proac-
tive education, aggressive diagnostic efforts, and effec-
tive treatment for CA-MRSA infections will not only
improve care but also protect other individuals, health
care providers, and the community from this increas-
ingly prevalent pathogen. Early detection and treat-
ment of CA-MRSA is essential in preventing the spread
of infection to others in the community.
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Characteristics of Peer Reviewed Journals
(aka journals, scholarly journals, refereed journals)
1. Written at a graduate or doctoral level (the language can be difficult to un-

10.

derstand if you are not a scholar in the field)

Usually written by more than one author, who are scholars in the
appropriate field

Usually report on research studies

Articles are usually longer than one page (articles can be as small as 3to 5
pages and as large as 20 to 30)

May have the word journal in the title but that is not always an indicator
(for example: The New England Journal of Medicineis a journal but the
Wall Street Journal is a newspaper)

Abstracts (summaries) usually provided at the beginning of article

Articles divided into sections such as, introduction, methodology, results,
discussion (although different articles title the sections differently, the idea
of the titles are the same)

Articles often include a list of references (similar to a works cited) at the
end of the article

Pictures usually report data, statistical graphs, charts or tables common
Not many advertisements, if ads are presented they are usually to promote
products commonly used in the field




Peer Reviewed Journals (Online Example)
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Language: English

Reading the citations for online journals
(aka journals, scholarly journals, refereed journals)

The characteristics of peer reviewed journals and their
simply because they are in a database. However, it does help to understand
how to read the citation on the screen so that you can determine whether it is
a journal or not. The numbers below correspond to those on the illustration.

1. Title of the article
2. Aut hors names wusually listed as Al a

tions the first name is not used. Usually report on research studies = _—

3. Affiliation will tell you if the author is a nurse. Does not appear with every \j\\

citation.
4. Title of the journal.
5. Date

6. Volume and number of the issue where the article appears. In this exam-
ple this is volume 23 and issue number 4.

7. Page numbers

8. (15 ref) refers to the number of citations in the article



When Should | Use Google to Find a PeerReviewed Journal Article?

GO &)gle infections nurse practice journal article Search

[ ]
Web Scholar Results 1 - 10 of abou j

:American Journal of Infection Control : Clinical nurse specialists ...

Practice Forum. Clinical nurse specialists and nurse practitioners: Complementary roles for
infectious disease and infection control™ ...

linkinghub. elsevier. com/retrieve/pii/S0196655303007016 - Similar pages - MNote this

m

Colleges subscribe to data-
bases like this. We pay so
you don6t have tjo.

1. Itis possible to find journal articles using Google or another Internet search engine; however, your search
has to be very specific.

2. Usually you will find a summary of the article through the search engine

3. Many of these journals are part of subscription databases they will ask you to log in or to purchase an arti-
cle.

4. You have to pay to actually read the entire article.

The library subscribes to databases that provide FREEfull-t e xt j our nal articles written
have the exact article you need, we can order it through a free service called interlibrary loan or ILL.

So the answer to our question, i When shoul d | use Googhé ewedfijodrasapeart
NEVER!
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